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The UAE started a Nuclear Programme, in 2018-2019, 
pledging to adhere to the best international practices, and 
to follow the IAEA standard and guidance, partnering with 
responsible nations around the world

As a result, the UAE and its Nuclear Regulator, the Federal Authority 
for Nuclear Regulation (FANR), have welcomed several IAEA review 
and follow-up Missions and advisory services, since the start of the 
Nuclear Programme. 

Introduction
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EduTA Appraisal Mission
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In February 2017
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EduTA Appraisal Mission
The Recommendations and Suggestions from the EduTA
Mission:

1. Definition of requirements related to the Qualified 
Expert and the Radiation Protection Officer, and their 
roles, responsibilities and interface.

2. Development of ETQ requirements for Occupationally 
Exposed Workers, Emergency Workers, and Workers 
employed in existing exposure situations.

3. Development of a National Strategy for ETQ in 
Radiation Protection.
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In 2017, as follow-up to the EduTA Mission, a few fundamental 
decisions on the way forward were made:

Five Radiation Protection 
Occupations

Establishment of the National 
Strategy Steering Committee

National Qualifications

Policy and Strategy

6
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• Leading the development of the National Strategy (NS).
• Included other actions related to the EduTA Mission outcome, 

to prepare Temporary criteria for the recognition of Qualified 
Experts.

The WG had its kick-off meeting on the 04-MAY-2017, and 
held on the 30-MAY-2023 its 47th meeting.

Composed at its creation, of around 20 governmental 
Stakeholders.

Established in the form of a Working Group (WG) in the frame 
of the "Radiation Protection Committee (RPC) in the State"

Steering 
Committee
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UAE National Strategy for ETQ 

in Radiation Protection
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Development of  the UAE National Strategy for ETQ in Radiation Protection

Guidance is provided by the IAEA on how to perform the assessment of 
needs, an evaluation done adjusting the instruments offered in the EduTA
Questionnaire and in [6] to the specific UAE circumstances.

A second IAEA Expert Mission took place at FANR, and the draft NS 
rev.0.8 was revised and discussed

After the NS approval from the RPC, new WG's Terms of Reference were 
submitted and approved to the RPC, which indicated a mandate to 
already start the implementation of the NS.

Identification and 
collection of E&T needs

Development of an 
E&T programme

Implementation

Review of its 
effectiveness

2017

2018

2019

2024
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Review the NS, as it completed the 5 years cycle.
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UAE National Strategy for ETQ in Radiation Protection
1. Three tiers for QEs, RPOs and EWs, and three activity sectors

10
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UAE National Strategy for ETQ in Radiation Protection
2. Two levels for Emergency Workers
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UAE National Strategy for ETQ in Radiation Protection
3. Four categories of Medical Physicists

12
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UAE National Strategy for ETQ in Radiation Protection
4. Development of MSc and BSc Degrees in RP and a specialization in MP

13
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UAE National Strategy for ETQ in Radiation Protection
5. Registered Training Providers (RTPs) scheme via National Qualification Center 
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UAE National Strategy for ETQ in Radiation Protection
6. The development of a Post Graduate Education Course (PGEC) in RP, with the support of the IAEA 
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UAE Temporary List of Qualified

Experts in Radiation Protection
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Creation of the "UAE Temporary List of Qualified
Experts in Radiation Protection”

A Suggestion from the EduTA Mission’s conclusions: 
A survey should be carried out to identify existing 

potential qualified experts that could form a pool of 
expertise for a transition period until the recognition 

scheme is operational

the WG established criteria for the temporary 
Qualification of Qualified Experts in Radiation 

Protection in the UAE.

17



For Official Use Only - للاستخدام الرسمي فقط

"UAE Temporary List of Qualified Experts in Radiation 
Protection” Implementation

• An open call for spontaneous proposals from FANR

• Candidates send their candidature

• Candidatures are examined over Four Criteria:

 Educational

 Work experience

 Certification

 Residence

• Creation of a public list of temporarily- qualified UAE QEs
18
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"UAE Temporary List of Qualified Experts in Radiation Protection”

32 Temporary Qualified Experts are listed on FANR website

• Each WG Member has access to Candidates' documentation, via a secured SharePoint website.

• Each Member has to undergo a special security clearance, both to access confidential documentation, and to handle private data.

19

Ensure basic criteria are 
met, and anonymizes all 
documents submitted.

Each WG Member access 
to the redacted files and is 
requested to prepare their 

assessment of the 
candidates

During plenary 
meetings, each file is 

collectively reviewed 
and discussed

Candidates can be accepted, 
rejected, or kept on hold, 

while collecting clarifications 
and additional information
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UAE National 
Workshops

20
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UAE National Workshops

To clarify the roles, responsibilities and interface between Professionals, FANR has 

organized three National Workshops, which took place in 2015, 2017 and 2019, with 

the fourth one being delayed by the pandemic.

• 50+ participants

• 20+ entities

• 5 days of works

• 30 presentations

• 11 discussion groups

21
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Creation of New University Degrees

New concentration in 
"Radiological Protection" 
within an already existing 

MEng in "Health, Safety and 
the Environment".

contained topics as internal and 
external dosimetry, management of 
occupational, emergency and 
existing exposure, biological effects.

In the Physics Department, 
a new MSc in Medical 

Physics. 

clinical work in a hospital, and the full-extent 
corresponding residency programme, need 
to be completely set up and deployed, in 
order to close the circle and allow students 
to be fully qualified and operational in the job 
market.

22
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Development of National Qualifications
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FANR invited the National Qualifications Authority (NQA), to participate to the works of the WG,
and started a strategic partnership with NQA.

At the end of 2014, NQA authorized FANR to setup another working group, named 

"Recognized National Development Committee“ (RNCD)

to develop National Qualifications for the five profession RP profiles: 

1. Qualified Expert

2. Radiation Protection Officer

3. Medical Physicist

4. Exposed Worker

5. Emergency Worker
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National Qualifications
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Are based on National Qualification Unit Standards, a "formally approved set of learning outcomes 
developed to standards set by the developing industry bodies, which can be achieved by a learner".
they take the form of ‘principal qualification’ or ‘award’.

• Functional Analysis • Occupational Profile • National Occupational Standards
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National Qualifications Structure

Unit Standards

Learning outcomes

Performance Criteria

Radiation Protection Officer

Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3

Stream A Stream A Stream B Stream A Stream B Stream C
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Thank you

@FANRUAE FANRUAE FANRUAE fanr.gov.ae
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http://www.fanr.gov.ae
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